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from Cllr Hazel Smith: 
Housing Energy refits, LoCal 
In the pursuit of South Cambs Council’s “Green to our Core” objective, we are looking at how we could 
build very energy efficient council houses, using modular construction. LoCal is one of those systems but 
there are also companies based locally to us, including Net Zero Homes, and we are already expecting our 
Urban Splash modular council homes at Northstowe to be starting on site early next year. 
We are also considering how we can make our existing council homes fit for the future: most of our 
houses in the villages have solar panels and external wall insulation where appropriate and double or 
triple glazing. We now have to bring in new energy systems to replace the gas boilers we predominantly 
rely on. 
South Cambs Council is set to declare a Climate Emergency in its meeting on 28th: we already agreed to 
achieve zero carbon by 2050 and have put solar panels on the waste depot with a range of measures to 
come to “green”’ South Cambs Hall. 

TPG Review 
A group of South Cambs tenants is involved in a comprehensive review of how the council involves its 
tenants in issues that affect their housing. The national legislation that is coming in following the Grenfell 
House disaster is expected to insist on more of a role for tenants and we are determined that their 
representatives, and all tenants, should have a meaningful say in how our council housing is run. 

Anglian Water 
The consultation on relocation of the sewage works was expected to have started by now, but the whole 
project has been delayed by arguments over who should administer the HIF grant (over £200m), and 
again by the General Election. 

Waterbeach Internal Drainage Board 
Waterbeach IDB reported a very dry Spring, with irrigation and farming locally saved by a wetter June, 
but since then it has been very dry again. Chalk streams have dried up and the Cam has had little flow. 
The IDB made a presentation to John Martin of Denny Abbey Farm who was retiring after 60 years of 
service on the IDB. 

Liz Watts, new Chief Executive at South Cambs 
Hazel and Anna showed Liz around our ward, pointing out the huge numbers of areas of interest from 
solar farms and pasture in the North, to our Traveller sites, 2 major development areas, Bannold Road and 
North Lodge Park developments, 2 landfills, the Amey energy from waste site and the sewage works, 
Milton Country Park and the drainage ditches and River Cam. 

North East Cambridge Members group 
The latest parameter plans for the development at Cambridge North talk about over 8,000 homes  with up 
to 13 storeys in places and 6-8 on average. They want as many people as possible to live and work within 
the area, so that the Science Park intensification can happen with reduced car parking. The maximum car 
parking per dwelling will be 0.5 on average. The developers will monitor adverse effects on car parking up 
to 800m outside the area (ie the whole of Milton). There will need to be a very good offer of public 
transport from the start to make this work. The “super density” they are talking about will lead to 
innovation in school provision, multi-storey, with playing fields and playgrounds  ”in the air” on roofs. The 
next consultation on the plan will be next summer. 
The Parish Council was sent a report from members of the Local Liaison Forum which contained some 
inappropriate language which Hazel has protested about to officers. 

Traveller Welfare conference 
Hazel attended a conference in London about planning for Traveller welfare. The Scottish Human Rights 
Commission in its evidence to the Equal Opportunities Committee in 2013 described the discrimination 



 

towards Gypsy/Travellers as “the last bastion of respectable racism”. Councils should be promoting 
equality in their services to this group, and the health outcomes of Travellers justify some targeted help: 
the rates of anxiety (3x that in the general population) and depression (2x), and the rates of infant 
mortality (5x) and life expectancy (10 years less) and suicide among men (7x, worst in the Irish Traveller 
community) speak volumes. 

 

from Cllr Judith Rippeth: 
 
Five year housing land supply: 
 
Anna and I attended a briefing on the current housing land supply across the Greater Cambridge 
planning authority - our joint service with the City - which currently stands at 5.3 years.  Each .1 
roughly equates to 250 dwellings so an approximate total, or leeway, of 750 dwellings.  There are 
plenty of planning permissions granted in the system but the Government figures also take into 
consideration the speed of delivery by developers which is often the sticking point.  As a general 
rule, the smaller developments tend to come forward faster; but, the larger sites need to keep 
pace to keep the numbers up and to avoid a situation where speculative developers once again  
put in applications on inappropriate sites.  Clearly the building out of the strategic sites have a 
large role to play in this and on some sites in the city, where most of the brownfield land has been 
used, to increase the density - often this means going higher but terraced housing is another way 
of achieving higher density.  See Hazel’s update on North-East Cambridge for an example. 
 
Community Chest grants: 
 
The second tranche of funding has been released.  Local community and volunteer groups can 
apply for small one off grants of upto £1000.  Grants will be awarded to projects which meet the 
following criteria: 

● Help promote healthy and active communities 
● Enable inclusive communities 
● Develop skills 
● Enhance the natural environment 

 
And finally for a grant application to have a chance of being successful, the project must also 
meet a local need and leave a legacy for the community and ensure equality of access. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


